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NOW OPEN 

Kick 1943 W. Byron St 773-236-8886 

The North Center restaurant serves spicy fare from around the globe 
such as chimichurri steak with roasted poblanos ($23), shrimp po’ boy 
sandwiches with hot mustard slaw ($14) and sriracha salmon ($22). 

11 a.m.-ll p.m. 


MADDY’S DUMPLING HOUSE: 

THE ITALIAN CHRISTMAS EDITION 

Ugo*sKitchen&Bar2833W.ArmitageAve. 773-698-8984 

Share an early holiday feast at this BYOB dinner featuring dumplings 
made with prosciutto, grilled eggplant, Italian sausage and more, plus 
pasta, sides and dessert. 7-9 p.m. $50. Tickets: brownpapertickets.com 


DRINK 

HAWAIIAN HOLIDAY PARTY 
Laguniias Chicago TapRoom 

2607 W. 17th St 312-391-2536 
A benefit for Cor Theatre includes tacos 
from Four Moon Tavern, $5 drafts, 
limbo, music from DJ Josie Bush, a 
Hawaiian-themed photo booth and 
a raffle. 5:30-8:30 p.m. $20. Tickets: 
cortheatre.org 



FIRST DAY OF WINTER SPECIALS 
Timothy 0*Tooie*s 

622 N. Fairbanks Court 312-642-0700 
The Streeterville bar celebrates the of- 
ficial start of the season with free cof- 
fee and $6 hot cocktails including Irish 
coffee and rum- or apple pie moon- 
shine-spiked apple cider. 11 a.m.-3 a.m. 



THE NUTCRACKER’ 

Auditorium Theatre of Rooseveit University 

50 E. Congress Parkway 800-982-2787 
See the Jeffrey Ballet’s version of the holiday 
classic, which sets the story in a 19th century 
American home. The Chicago Philharmonic 
performs Tchaikovsky’s score live. 2 and 7 p.m. 
$35-$136. Tickets: joffrey.org/nutcracker 



THURSDAY 

5138 

Come on, sun 


HAPPY HOUR OF THE DAT 


Lowcountry (3343 N. Clark St. 773-996-9997) offers half-price cocktails and drafts with the purchase of a food item at the bar from 5-7 p.m. 


HEROIN AND PAIN PILL 

ADDICTION 

LOW COST & CONFIDENTIAL 

$20.00 TRANSPORTATION CREDIT FOR JOINING 

with mention of this ad. 


• Same Day Dosing 

• Compassionate Staff 

• All Public Transportation 
at Front Door 


• FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• FREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

• FREE Week of Services on Your Birthday 


Sundance Methadone Treatment Center 

4545 Broadway, Chicago • 773 - 250-6881 • www.SUNDANCECHICAGO.com 


WE ARE HERE TO HELP! NOT JUDGE! 








Santa Claus rings a bell as he sits on a camel in front of 
Jerusalem’s Old City’s skyline as people around the 
world prepare to celebrate Christmas, getty images 








SANTA TRACKING lOl 


NORAD CONTINUES 60-YEAR TRADITION 
OF FOLLOWING SANTA’S MOVEMENTS 

By Rianne Coale i redeye 

F or many, the first time they ever hear about NORAD is this time of year, 
when the military organization grabs the spotlight and awakens the child 
in us all with updates —passed along via social media or the local TV 
weatherman— about Santa’s travels starting Christmas Eve. 


Seriously, it’s a joint Canadian-U.S military 
group based in Colorado. Tracking Santa. 

The North American Aerospace Defense 
Command’s (NORAD) full-time job is keep- 
ing eyes on the skies, monitoring aerospace for 
any threatening or active aircraft, spacecraft 
or missiles. But during December, it takes on 
the job of tracking Santa’s yuletide journey 
That’s a big job, considering there are more 
than 7.2 billion people in the world, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau. But Santa isn’t 
going to visit ALL those people because, you 


know, the naughty list and all. 

Santa tracking started in 1955 by mistake. 
A Colorado Springs-based company ran 
an advertisement directing children to call 
Santa directly ... but the number was mis- 
printed. Instead of calling Santa, the phone 
ran through to the Continental Air Defense 
Command Operations Center. The director 
of operations at the time had his staff check 
the radar for indications of Santa making his 
way south from the North Pole. So children 
who called were given updates on his location. 


and thus a tradition was born, according to 
the NORAD Tracks Santa website. 

In 1958, the Continental Air Defense’s suc- 
cessor— NORAD— was created, and it con- 
tinued the Santa-tracking tradition. 

Sixty years later, the Santa tracker remains 
popular. On Twitter, @NoradSanta has some 
151,000 followers. Last year, the NORAD 
Tracks Santa website reached 21.8 million 
visits for December from people in 234 dif- 
ferent countries and territories. Their team 
of more than 1,500 employees answered more 
than 134,000 phone calls and 6,500 emails in 
23 hours. 

NORAD starts tracking Santa on Dec. 24. 
Staffers look at their radars, following him 
from the North Pole with the aid of infrared 
from Rudolph’s nose. Thanks to the Santa 
Cams that were installed in 1997, NORAD is 
able to snap pictures of Santa on his journey 

OK, so there are photos to prove it. But are 
we REALLY to believe he can deliver all those 


presents in a single night? Lt. Marco Choui- 
nard, NORAD spokesman, says Santa takes 
advantage of the time zones and his super-fast 
sleigh— which, in case you didn’t know, is fast- 
er than the speed of effing starlight. 

“Santa does not experience time the way 
we do. He functions within his own space- 
time continuum,” Chouinard said. “For us it 
may seem like 24 hours, but for him, it could 
be a few days, a week or even a month he 
spends delivering presents to children all over 
the world.” 

Getting the scoop on Santa’s route is tough; 
only he knows it and adjusts it depending on 
the weather. 

So what does NORAD have to say to the 
non-believers? 

“We’ve been working with Santa for 
60 years, and we’ve seen that he’s very much 
alive and well in the hearts of kids and adults 
alike,” Chouinard said. 

RCOALE@REDEYECHICAGO.COM I @RIANNECOALE 
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GOODMAN THEATRE PRESENTS 

PRODUCTION OF 



TWIST YOUR 

DICKENS 

BY PETER GWINN & BOBBY MORT 

DIRECTED BY MATT HOVDE 

The Second City’s irreverent and interactive spoof of 
A Christmas Carol returns with hilarious new surprises! 

NOW EXTENDED THROUGH JANUARY 2! 

TICKETS START AT JUST $25! 


312.443.3800 | GoodmanTheatre.org 


FOR GROUPS OF 15+: 312.443.3815 


THEATRE 

Goodman 


y the chatter ^ JOIN THE CONVERSATION 


Exactly which holidays are 
on the CTA’s Holiday Train? 


I never really looked 
that closely at the 
CTAs Holiday Train, 
beyond its bright lights 
and festive decora- 
tions. But upon closer 
inspection, I noticed 
that among the elves, 
Christmas trees, candy 
canes and more, there 
was a lighted sign on 
one of the train cars 
that read “Peace on 
Earth”— a nod to the 
biblical passage in which angels tell a group of 
shepherds about the birth of Jesus Christ. 

So Christmas— as in 
the birth of Christ— is 
represented, it seems. 

But that made me won- 
der: What other holidays 
are represented on the 
Holiday Train? So I called 
the CTAand asked. 

A spokesman for the 
transit agency emailed me 
and noted that the train 
is intended to celebrate 
the general winter holiday 
season and that it’s “non- 
denominational.” 

Honestly I don’t 
think anyone is really offended by the train’s 
Christmas undertones. But, you never know 

I feel like this time of year all you hear 
about is a lot of controversy over the separa- 
tion of Christ from “Christmas” and the gen- 
eral political correctness of using the word 
“holiday” While you frequently find Christ- 
mas decorations all over something sporting 
the word “holiday” what about Kwanzaa or 
Hanukkah? Those two holidays are, after all, 
celebrated this time of year, too. Oh, hey and 
there’s Festivus, too. If you’re using “holiday” 
as a way to be inclusive, then what about 
actually including all the holidays? 

The CTA Holiday Train has been around 
for 23 years, and there’s no denying that it’s a 
seasonal Chicago tradition that many people 


love and look forward to, including myself 
But I think it could be really cool to decorate 
each car to represent a different religious or 
cultural holiday being celebrated this time of 
year. Riders would get a chance to learn about 
or experience a holiday they wouldn’t other- 
wise be exposed to on their train ride through 
the city I think that could really capture the 
inclusivity of “holiday” at its heart. 

I know we’re closing out this year, and 
there’s only limited time left to catch the 
train, but maybe this is something to think 
about for next year. Tour last chance to ride 
the holiday train this year is Wednesday on 
the Tellow Line. 

And it’s never too soon to begin planning. 

Because starting in early 
September, CTA employ- 
ees working at the CTAs 
Skokie shop volunteer to 
decorate the holiday train. 

Other fun facts about 
the train: 

» Recycling: The same 
decorations are used year 
after year, according to 
the CTA. 

» Price tag: This year, 
the costs for operating 
both the holiday train 
and bus were covered as 
part of a $300,000 first- 
ever sponsorship arrangement with Sprint. 

» History: It began in 1992 along the Blue 
Line when a “Season’s Greetings from the 
CTA’ sign was placed on the front of an out- 
of-service train that was used to deliver food 
to various charities. In 1995, a flatcar with 
Santa and reindeer, more lights and a sign 
that read “Season’s Greetings from the Blue 
Line” were added. The train was first used for 
scheduled customer service in 1996, and as 
it gained popularity it expanded to include 
service on all CTA rail lines throughout the 
holiday season, according to the CTA. 

IF YOU HAVE A STORY YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE FOR “THE TRAN- 
SIT DIARIES,’’ WHICH APPEARS EVERY WEEK ONLINE AND IN 
REDEYE ON PAGE 4, EMAIL US AT REDEYE@REDEYECHICAGO. 
COM WITH “TRANSIT DIARIES’’ IN THE SUBJECT LINE. 
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me and noted that the 
train is intended to 
celebrate the general 
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and that its 
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OPEN 

LATE! 


CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE 


EMER6ENCY SEll- 


rs 

om 


WE ARE OVERSTOCKED DUE TO WEATHER DISASTER & MUST SACRIFICE EVERYTHING! 


50,000 DOZEN 

HOLIDAY GJE 

Watches • Jewelry 
Wallets 

Infinity Scarves' 

Fragrance Sets 
Bath & Body Setst^'^ 

Plush Throws 
Remington Shavers 

Gift Sets sn/ffERS! 


A HATS& 

GLOVES 

ASSORTED STYLES 
& COLORS 


Yrri 


ELECTRONIC 

OVERLOAD! 

om 10,000 DOZEN ITEMS 
BLUETOOTH SHOWER SPEAKERS 
APPLE MFI& ANDROID CHARGERS 
DAT1ERV RANKS • POWER SOCKS 
FOLDADLE HEADPHONES 
DLUETOOTH HEADPHONES 

$72 MILLION 

TOY 

BUYOUT! 


SWEATERS 

mmtmHt 

FAMIIY! 

Puttovers * V-t\lectcs 
^ - Cardigans 
ciT Fur Trimmed 
&More 


LAYER UP! 

^ HOODIES 
^FLANNELS 
FLEECE 
VESTS 


OUTERWEAR 

FOR THE 

\ ^ ENTIRE FAMILY! 

Wool •Vests 
Bubbles* Parkas 
Snorkels •Quilted 
> Fur Trimmed 


LADIES & GIRLS 

BOOTS 

BOOTIES 

MILITARY • RIDING 
OVER THE KNEE 
HIGH HEEL 
FRINGE & MORE 


MENS 

DESIGNER & 
WORK BOOTS 

SEAN JEAN • AKADEMICS 
ROCAWEAR • PRAT FARM 


flftUUtlSWKR 
JftSHlOHTOPS 
pwinitts 

Re&bokA* SPAiDdiKi 


ACTIVEWEAR 

BLOWOUT! 


SnCIALmCHASC 

ACTIVE 4 
WEAR ' 

Hoodies • Sweatshirts • Pants • Vests 


CHICAGO 
4520 S. Damon Ave 

773 - 847-4105 


CHICAGO 
1450 Noith Cicero 

773 . 345.8860 


CHICAGO 
122 West 79th St 
773 . 253.4632 


LANSING 

16855 lirrence Ave 

708 . 394.0600 


BURBANK 

4829W77THStr 

700 . 570.5730 


KJ^YouQIiSS 

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • @formanmilis1 • MON-WED 7AM-MiDNiGHT • CHRiSTMAS EVE 6AM-8PM • CLOSED CHRiSTMAS • SAT 8AM-19PM • SUN 18AM-7PM 


FRANKLIN PARK 
10205 W. Grand Ave 

773 . 733.0490 


VILLA PARK 
250 W. North Ave 
773 . 242.0777 
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THE MOST(LY) 
WONDERFUL TIME 

BULLS HAVE LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRISTMAS DAY GAMES 


By Paul M. Banks i for redeye 

B ulls players have a bit of a love-hate 
relationship with playing on Christ- 
mas. 

On one hand, it’s an honor to be one of the 
NBA teams selected to play on Dec. 25, as the 
whole nation is watching. On the other, it 
also means you must spend the day working 
instead of with loved ones. 

“It’s a sweet and sour situation because yes, 
we do play on Christmas and a lot of people 
watch,” Pau Gasol said. “It’s always a special 
game and a special day, and it’s nice to be able 
to be on national television, but you don’t get 
to be at home with your family and celebrate 
with them.” 

Last year, the Bulls hosted the L.A. Lak- 
ers on Christmas Day This year they’ll travel 
to Oklahoma City on Dec. 24 to take on the 
Thunder the next day 


The NBA leans toward teams 
with strong brand appeal and/or 
star power for the ABC/ESPN 
Christmas Day games, so the 
Bulls are likely to keep getting 
scheduled on that date in future 
years. 

Unless they go into a prolonged 
slump, that is; the Bulls played no games on 
that date between 1999 and 2009 (though a 
lockout precluded Christmas Day contests in 
1998). 

As for Joakim Noah, he definitely does not 
have mixed feelings about playing on Christ- 
mas. 

“I hate it. Yeah, I hate it,” he said. “I hate 
having to go to Oklahoma; I’d rather hang out 
with my family” 

Teammate Taj Gibson feels the opposite. 

“I’ve been playing on Christmas Day a long 


time, so it’s a great feeling know- 
ing that everybody around the 
world is watching, keying in. It’s 
real fun,” he said. “Guys get up for 
it. ... It feels like a playoff game.” 

Many players and their families 
find a way to embrace holiday tra- 
ditions even if there’s a game that 

day 

“I’m excited about my family being able 
to come down and share some family time,” 
second-year forward Doug McDermott said. 
“I think we’ll do it the night before the game, 
probably in the hotel room. I don’t think my 
dad can make it because they have games, but 
my mom, my brother are going to come down 
and we’re going to have a good time.” 

McDermott’s father, Greg, is the men’s 
basketball coach at Creighton, where Doug 
played and won several national player of the 


year awards his senior year. 

“I remember being a little kid on Christ- 
mas Day opening presents and then watching 
NBA games, so I think it’s a pretty sweet feel- 
ing {to be playing that day},” he said. 

Aaron Brooks said participating in the holi- 
day showcase brings an added perk. 

“Of course, the new uniforms, to add to the 
collection,” he said. 

Noah, however, was unmoved when asked 
if he cares about the yuletide uniforms: “Not 
at all.” 

Like McDermott and his family one way or 
another the Bulls will find away to spend time 
with those who matter most to them. 

“We’ll just celebrate it after,” Brooks said. 
“It’s not the particular day but being around 
family that’s important.” 

PAUL M. BANKS IS A REDEYE CONTRIBUTOR. 
REDEYESPORTS@REDEYECHICAGO.COM I @PAULMBANKS 


THE DIGIT 

12-7 

The Bulls are 12-7 all 
time in Christmas 
Day games, including 
3-2 in their past five. 
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ChicagoAthleticClubs.com 






JOIN NOW 

$0 enrollment 
+ FREE upgrade 
to access all 
CAC clubs! 


Visit ciub for detaiis. Offer expires 12/31/2015. 


BUCKTOWN 

773.326.0323 

EVANSTON 

847.328.4991 

LAKEVIEW 

773.360.5551 

LINCOLN PARK 
773.360.5480 

LINCOLN SQUARE 
773.326.4125 

WEST LOOP 
312.957.6828 

WICKER PARK 
312.436.2436 

WEBSTER PLACE 
312.436.2434 
Now Open! 









N movies v 



OK, time to move on, Quentin 


When was the last 
time a character’s 
face suffered such 
varied punish- 
ment? In “The 
Hateful Eight,” an 
elbow, a bowl of 
stew, a mouthful of blood and a head full of 
brain matter splatter right between Daisy 
Domergue’s (Jennifer Jason Leigh) eyes and 
anywhere else they can splatter. In a movie 
full of aggression, she arguably gets it the 
worst. 

In other words, we now return to the 
violent world of writer-director Quentin 
Tarantino, who’s such a talented writer of 
dialogue and character that it’s no wonder 
he loves the sound of his own voice, but not 
that it excuses the perpetually growing sense 
that he feels editing is for chumps and you 
will sit there because there’s more to say 
dammit. “The Hateful Eight,” which moves 
a few years past “Django Unchained” to a 
post-Civil War Wyoming, clocks in at about 


three hours; if you think that’s because it’s 
jam-packed with story and couldn’t possibly 
lose a second, I disagree. 

Bounty hunter John “The Hangman” Ruth 
(Kurt Russell), so nicknamed because he 
always delivers people to the hangman rather 
than just killing them himself, stops on his 
way to deliver Daisy and picks up Marquis 
Warren (Samuel L. Jackson), a formerly deco- 
rated major now working as a bounty hunter 
with opposite feelings about targets’ survival. 
Blizzard conditions make travel beautiful and 
dangerous; they’re lucky to make it to Min- 
nie’s Haberdashery, a fireplace- and lousy- 
coffee-offering oasis where they encounter a 
variety of mysterious men (including Demian 
Bichir, Tim Roth and Bruce Dern) and rarely 
go long without the sense that someone 
could die very soon. 

That Tarantino’s arguably aiming lower 
here than he did with his previous two 2.5- 
star movies (the likewise overlong “Django 
Unchained” and slightly more successful 
“Inglourious Basterds”) is both blessing and 


curse. He seems more in control because he’s 
scaled back to aim for some points about 
race in America (“When n — ers are scared, 
that’s when white folks are safe,” says racist 
sheriff-to-be Chris Mannix {Walton Cog- 
gins], who also hitches a ride in the carriage) 
but mostly just weaves a simple yarn that 
indulges his love of language. “Keeping you 
at a disadvantage is an advantage I intend to 
keep,” John notes early on. Tarantino’s words 
really sing, and giggle-worthy performances 
sparked from perfect casting help. 

But I’m more likely to do impressions of 
pretty much every character than to recom- 
mend this meandering tale of frontier justice, 
whose deceptions are neither shocking nor 
meaningful and whose stylized violence drifts 
into gratuitous brutality With the state of 
the nation being what it is, is it not worth 
someone as gifted as Tarantino (whose “Kill 
Bill” efforts were the last time he nailed it) 
to either make a statement about all this 
violence or question why he’s one of the few 
filmmakers still unleashing it with such glee? 
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BAR MARTA 
inCAWAY 



By Michael Nagrant i for redeye 
“We’re not making things float.” 

That might seem like an obvious statement coming from a restaurant with “bar” 
in its name, but Jeff Pikus, executive chef of the new Bar Marta in Humboldt Park, 
isn’t exactly a pedestrian cook. Pikus was once the chef de cuisine at Alinea. When 
he left the acclaimed Lincoln Park restaurant, he traveled around Vietnam for a 
few months, a time he calls “incredible and a great opportunity to eat and think 
and not have to worry whether my line cook was going to come in late.” 


Shortly thereafter, he joined Brendan So- 
dikoff’s restaurant group Hogsalt, where he 
was instrumental in launching the culinary 
side of Maude’s Liquor Bar, Bavette’s and 
High Five Ramen, among others. He may 
not be floating stuff at Bar Marta, but the 
last time I ate at Bavette’s, I floated out with 
happiness. I was hoping for more of the same 
when I checked out Bar Marta. 

The scene 

The owner of Bar Marta, Austin Baker, is a 
veteran of one of the best high-end seafood 
restaurants in the world— Le Bernardin 
in Newark City— and helped the Hog- 
salt team open Au Cheval. As such, it’s no 
surprise that there are some Hogsalt-like 
touches at Bar Marta: neat old-timey hand- 
lettered hours near the entrance, a hushed 
candle-lit vibe and a cocoon of a dining room 
where the windows have been blocked off by 
lush heavy draperies so that your focus is not 
on the street corner, but on the people and 
things happening within the room. 

“Yeah, that’s a thing we took from Hog- 
salt,” Pikus said. “We even built a wall on the 
Chicago street side so that the diners’ focus 
is on the room, not what’s out the window” 

Though the place is clearly focused on 
being casual, it has some elegant touches, 
including a towering back bar and a sweep- 
ing white marble bar top that Pikus said 
was painted brown to look like wood by the 


previous owner, something the Bar Marta 
crew only discovered after a little judicious 
sanding. The walls are sparsely decorated 
with a large map of France and a few small 
framed photos of seeds and plants. The 
place feels a touch like a speakeasy 

The drinks 

Complementing that vibe is a pre-Prohibi- 
tion, era-rich cocktail list filled with old- 
school gems such as the sazerac, a double 
old fashioned and the Martinez ($io each) 
curated byAu Cheval vet Christina Carrera. I 
loved the Martinez, a 50-50 split of vermouth 
and gin often thought to be a precursor to 
the martini. It drank like a juniper-spiked 
manhattan and finished with a hint of orange 
peel and muUed wine spices. The wine list, 
curated byjerusha Frost, is deep and fuU of 
food-friendly gems such as the stony high- 
acid Gruner Veltliner and the Pinot Gris from 
Left Foot Charley of Traverse City Mich. 

My favorite part of the list, however, 
is a handful of “orange” wines, partially 
oxidized white wines that ferment with 
their skins (which are often removed during 
the white wine-making process) and thus 
possess an orange hue. The 2008 La Stoppa 
Malvasia di Candia Ageno ($17) offered by 
the glass was a mind-blowing pour full of 
honey and orange notes complemented by 
a touch of shellac and barnyard funk (both 
good things). 
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The food 

That funk complemented a handful of silky 
triangle-shaped ravioli stuffed with mascar- 
pone, chives and king crab glistening in an 
uni butter sauce ($19). As glorious as that 
pasta was, it was bested by the cacio e pepe 
($12), a tangle of housemade spaghetti drip- 
ping with pecorino cheese and black pepper. 

I opted for a 5-gram shaving of burgundy 
truffle full of earthy perfume ($10). I doubt 
there’s a better version served in Rome. 

Housemade sourdough was grilled and 
slathered with tufts of velvety chicken liver 
puree that wafted cognac and sherry vapors 
($12). Bracing wintergreen notes from parsley 
sprigs, the fire of Calabrian chili and smoky 
bits of bacon filled each bite. 

Though Pikus is certainly serving many 
refined versions of classic homey dishes, 
he’s also pushing the envelope at Bar 
Marta. There’s a dish called ice- 
berg and grains ($10), and though 
it sounds like the biography of a 
farmer who died on the Titanic, 
it’s actually an inspired salad. 

It’s kind of like what I imagine 
a steakhouse-style wedge salad 
would be if it were hippyfied and rei- 
magined by Alice Waters of Chez Panisse. 

A crisp side of iceberg lettuce drips with 
tangy avocado dressing fortified with butter- 
milk, sour cream and garlic powder. Instead 
of croutons, there’s a smattering of sprouted 
lentils and farro. “When you’re at a bigger 
spot, there’s pressure to make things acces- 
sible,” Pikus said. ‘At Hogsalt, it was always, 
‘Let’s add more butter, more cream.’ But here 


Dessert 

As it turns out, Pikus is also a damn good 
pastry chef. A banana cake ($8) was moist and 
soaked in more rum than Ernest Hemingway 
on a good afternoon in Cuba. The dessert, 
inspired by a dark and stormy cocktail, was 
topped with candied lime-spiked ginger and 
wispy curls of dehydrated banana and served 
with a side of Ben and Jerry’s finest vanilla 
ice cream. “We wanted to make our own 
ice cream, but there’s not enough space,” 
Pikus said. “We love Black Dog Gelato, but 
{they’re} pretty busy right now, so we talked 


we’re creating something that’s 
maybe a little healthy” 

The only thing I had issue with 
was a fiUet of salmon ($20), which had 
been grilled just a touch past well-done. Bits 
of the crust were dry and chewy and the inte- 
rior, while not overcooked, wasn’t as flaky or 
medium-rare as I prefer. Still, that fillet swam 
in a chunky glorious salsa-like romesco sauce 
spiked with Marcona almonds, red peppers, 
tomatoes, olive oil and smoked paprika that I 
spooned straight into my gullet long after the 
fish was gone. 


MINI-REVIEW 

Bar Marta 

2700 W. Chicago 
Ave. 773-697-4489 

3^ 4: 3^ 3^ 

Off to a good start 


about it and decided when you go to the 
bodega or grocery story and buy ice cream, 
you’re almost always coming home with Ben 
& Jerry’s, so that’s what we use.” 

The service 

I asked Pikus why he and Baker, two fine- 
dining exiles, were so committed to doing a 
casual restaurant. “People take themselves 
so seriously in that world,” he said. “We just 
didn’t want to be part of that. We want a 
place where the staff can have fim, drink a 
beer and laugh. Creating a good environment 
for people to work is just as important as 
creating good food.” While I agree with that 
sentiment, you have to be careful that being 
laid-back doesn’t turn into a lack of disci- 
pline while serving guests. 

The dining room isn’t very big, but it felt 
understaffed. Water wasn’t refilled promptly 
and though we shared six courses, extra 
plates and silverware were never swapped 
out. Many of the fixtures were inherited 
from the previous restaurant, including the 
utilitarian wooden chairs, which were a bit 
uncomfortable and wobbly 

Bottom line 

In a part of town that’s more notable for its 
drinking spots such as the California Clipper 
and Haywood Tavern, Bar Marta is a fine new 
neighborhood restaurant (and bar) that hap- 
pens to serve fare worth seeking out. 

MICHAEL NAGRANT IS A REDEYE CONTRIBUTOR. 

REPORTERS VISIT RESTAURANTS UNANNOUNCED, 

AND MEALS ARE PAID FOR BY REDEYE. 
REDEYE@REDEYECHICAGO.COM I @REDEYEEATDRINK 
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